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EARTO THE
GROUND

isabled? Prove it

SREELATHA MENON

person with disabilities is

eatitled to a few rights in
terms of education, jobs. tax
concessions, land allotment,
housing, preferred parking and
so on. But getting these enti-
tlementsis nateasy. Oftenit be-
comes impossible, especially
for the pour

Apersont
thatheisd
enough ths Droves itonce,
Each time he has to claim
any benefit sred by law
he has to prove his disability

A single disabiiity certifi-
cate does not satisfv differ-
ent institutions. They all de-
mand a different one.

The railways need a cer
tificate issued by theirmedical
board. while universities de-
mand a different certificate.

Andhowiong it takes to get
a certificate? How does a
parent who is ady crushed
under the emotional and ma-
terial agony of coping with a
disability in his/her ¢hild

it

find out where and how the
certificate can be obtained?
The procedure of assess-
mentof disability by a medical
expert requires five to six
visits over a period of three
to five months. And certificates
take even longer to come.
Often the hospital autho-

4 particuiar d ]
not address another disabil
v. And pedple in the
fry are ciueless as towh
pitals provide the certifice
for various disahilitie
man from the village would
have to make several trips 1
the city, and often to the state
capital o first locate the right
hospital and then several more
trips with the disabied per-
sontoget the assessment done

And after all this trouble
person finds that the cer-
dity wher-

fhe |
tificate has no v
ever he goes.
N{Os across the coun-
try, Hke Astha, Arth, Aadi
and$ 1hold

ing talks with the Union Min-

istry for Social Justice and Em-
powerment to change the shape
of things. The Ty has re-
sponded positively and iswork-
ing ona uniform set of norms
for the whole country. How-
ever. the governmentis seli far
ay from the need to man-
date a singic certifieate

satisfies all.

@

of Jindal Group, Y-
mended a smart card for the
bled, Smeenu Jindal,
MD of Jindal Saw
Swayam, savs,
diate need is to
and uniform pro
whole

di

conducted recently by Astha
and Arth in Delhi'sseven hos-
pitals authorised to issue
disabilitv certificates, under-
lines the need for such a smart
card and an end to penalis-
ing the disabled in the name
of issuing disahility certificates.

“You need five to seven trips,

six photos, and rar
to get a disability cert
The trips have to b
ed if a hosp
another place. The pro
stares all over agai
the survey.

Forthe ratlway oo

certificate, vou

ArnROAN

three to five trips, submit
two photos and two documents,
Foranidentity card for tax ¢on-
cessions. make three more trips,
give three more photos and
five pages of Xeroxed docu-
mentation.

For pension, make four more
trips. gives two more photos

Even as the government tries to reduce the number of documents one needs to furnish to get
official work done, it has failed miserably to issue a single composite certificate to the disabled

and three documents.

The questionisthatifasin-
gleelection card, asingle PAN
card and a single driving li-
cence satisfies all concerned
in this country, why is the
disabled person forced to prove
again and again that he is
disabled?




