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Disabled man denied government job

Jaya Shroff
New Delhi, August |

FOR ALMOST a year now, Ravi Dutt,
who has 75 per cent disability in his
upper limbs, has been running from
pillar to post, hoping against hope to
get his rightful berth in the govern-
ment services. Y

Armed with a diploma in Elemen-
tary Teacher Education and a cer-
tificate in Computer Application,
this commerece graduate had first ap-
peared for the Staff Selection Com-
mission (SSC) examination on Au-
gust 28, 2006. Soon after; he sat for the
Employee State Insurance Corpora-
tion (ESIC) on October 25, 2006. He
hoped to make it to one of the two re-
served seats in the Physically Hand-
icapped category. But he was never
considered for the post. When he had
approached SSC and ESIC to find
out the reasons for his rejection, he

never received a satisfactory answer.
He then filed a petition under the
Right to Information (RTT) Act. “Iap-
proached all possible people in the
recruitment office. When I failed to
get an answer, I was left with one op-
tion — to extract information right-
fully through RTI,” said Dutt.

ESIC refused to divulge any infor-
mation, stating results and other
qualifying details were highly confi-
dential. The only information they
could provide was that no candidate
was absorbed under the Physically
Handicapped category:

S8C said since most positions
were open for the Scheduled

' Caste/Scheduled Tribe category; its

minimum cut-off was 103. SSC’s re-
sponse also revealed that Dutt had
secured 114, much higher that the
required cut-off. SSC wrote, “Typing
abilities were a minimum require-
ment for the job. While the candidate

applied for
exemption,
permitted
under the
Physically
Handi-
capped cat-
egory, he
failed to
submit doc-
| uments.”
Reacting
to this,
RAVIDUTT Dutt said,
“This job is
extremely important for me. Being a
disabled and conscious of my weak-
ness, there is no reason why I should
have faltered on this account.” In a
later communication, SSC said
while he had applied for an exemp-
tion under medical grounds, he may
have forged the certificate.
Documents show that the Voca-

tional Rehabilitation Certificate he

had submitted were authenticated

by the board of Ram Manohar Lohia

' Hospital, dated a month before he

had applied for the job.

“In government services, very few
doors are open to us, and if they
don’t recruit us even for clerical

jobs, where do we g0?” asked Dutt. “I -

have also approached the Commis-
sioner of Disabilities, but no one has
responded.” g

Deputy Chief Commissioner of
Disabilities T.D. Dhariyal said, “We
are yet to look into the facts and get
the version of both the parties con-
cerned. There are several factors
that have to be looked into in the
case of reserved categories. In this
case, if positions are still open, then
the organisation should relax the
standards further so as to appoint a

candidate in the reserved category.” '
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Court seeks answers on

disabled man’s troubles

Harish V. Nair and Jaya Shroff
New Delhi, August 3 K

THE DELHI High Court on Friday slammed the Centre and
the Staff Selection Committee (SSC) for denying job to a
qualified youth with physical disability.

Taking suo moto cognisance of a report in the AT titled
‘Disabled man denied government job’, Justice Kailash
Gambhir said, “This depicts total insensivity on the part of
the Staff Selection Committee.” The judge has sought an
explanation from the Centre and the SSC by August 17 for

the failure to give him the job. .
. —~— Sy Ravi Dutt had been knocking most gov-
HT ernment doors for justice for almost a
IMP ACT year now. He had applied for the position |
5 = of aLower Division Clerk, under the phys-
\ S ically challenged category last year. I
Dutt had first appeared for the Staff Selection Commis-
sion (SSC) examination for recruitments on August 28,
' 2006. He also sat for Employee State Insurance Corporation

in both in upper limbs, he was hopeful of making it to one
of the two reserved seats in the Physically Handicapped
category. Not only was he turned down from both the of-
fices; he was not given any reason for the decline. ESIC re-
fused to divulge any details even upon RTI enquiry
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