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Gurgaon: For people with re-
duced mobility, this city; like
many others in India, is de-
plorably lacking in accessib-
le infrastructure. Sminu Jin-

waist down since childhood,
hopes to change that. ;
“Thisisnota disability is-
sue, it’s one that affects many
more people,” said Jindal, fo-
under and chairperson of
Svayam, an NGO that strives
to give the disabled freedom
anddignity.
“It’s about reduced mobi-
lity, which can be temporary

disabled, others who live

dal, who was paralysed from

or permanent.” Besides the
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25 sites and buildings in Gur-
gaon. In total, 42 inspections
wereplanned, with the rema-
ining 18 to be done later in
May Though theseauditsare

need to change, Jindal felt
there isalready a “revolution
in thinking” at the highest le-

“vels. “For the first time, a pri-

me minister has become in-
volved in the cause. All agen

" cies need to work together;

Jindal told TOI, singling out
tourism ministry for praise.

Svayam promotes awes- "

Seeking a life of dignity for disabled
and elderly, NGO audits 25 buildings

KEY PLACES SURVEYED

sible public ecosystems.

It began with an audit of
Delhi and Faridabad, and
will carry out audits in Mum-
bai, Dehradun, Chandigarh,
Jaipur and Varanasi from
May 9 to June 4. Altogether,
340 sites across eight cities
will beaudited.

~ Jindal used figures from
the last census, which sho-
wed a 13% rise in number of
over-65s in India, as evidence
of a looming crisis. “People
mustlook at it asamovement
for their future. When we're
‘working on accessibility, we-
're working on our future.”
- “Senior citizens sho-
uldn’t be confined to one ro-
om because there’s no eleva-
tor in the building they live




